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TOWN OF LITCHFIELD 

LITCHFIELD ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
Litchfield, New Hampshire 

November 14, 2018 
DRAFT 

 
 

Regular meetings are held at the Town Hall at 7:00pm on the 2nd Wednesday of each month. 
 

ZBA Members in Attendance (indent if absent): 
Richard Riley, Chairman 
John Regan 

Albert Guilbeault  
John Devereaux 
Thomas Cooney (alternate) 

Eric Cushing (alternate) 
Greg Lepine (alternate) 
Laura Gandia, Vice Chairman 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
Richard Riley called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm. He took attendance. Alternate, Thomas 
Cooney, was appointed by the Board to sit in for board member, Laura Gandia. 

 
II. PUBLIC HEARING AND DELIBERATION 

Notices of the Public Hearings were posted and published in the Hudson-Litchfield News. Notice 
of the meeting and agenda were posted at the town hall and public library. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Richard Riley called Case #2018-08. He read aloud the request for a special exception to the 
Litchfield Zoning Ordinance. 

 
Case Number: 2018-08 
Name of Applicant:  Chris & Sandra Hand 
Owner of Property:  Chris & Sandra Hand 
Location of Property: 1 Nathan Drive, Map 10 Lot 137 

 
Appeal Requested: 
The Applicant seeks the following variance; 
1. A request for Special Exception from LZO Section 310.00 to allow construction of a 

proposed garage, the construction of which would encroach 6 ft. into the 20 ft. 
side setback requirement. 

 
Richard Riley went over the procedures for tonight’s public hearings. 
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Rich Riley explained there are only four members in attendance this evening.  He asked 
the applicants if they preferred to move forward with a four person Board or postpone 
until the next meeting when a five person Board can be assembled.  The record indicates 
the applicants agreed to move forward with a four person Board. 

 

Chris Hand indicated they are looking to add a 26ft x 26ft garage onto their home.  He 
explained there is a hardship, which is the two frontages with the neighbor on Pinecrest 
Road and the garage would go to the end of the driveway.  

 

Rich Riley commented that the home is a raised ranch or colonial-type garrison home.  
Chris Hand indicated that was correct. 

 

Rich Riley asked if the garage would be positioned on the (Pinecrest Rd.) side of the 
home.  Chris Hand indicated that was correct. 

 

John Regan commented you are held to a 50 foot frontage and are putting the garage 
along the Pinecrest Road side of the property.  Chris Hand indicated that was correct. 

 

John Regan commented you are looking for a 9 foot variance.  Chris Hand commented it 
is a 6 foot variance. 

 

John Regan clarified that the setback is 50 feet and there is 20 feet on the side and 20 
feet on the rear with a 26 foot garage extending from the main dwelling of the 1 acre lot. 
You have a raised ranch or colonial type garrison home.  John further explained that 
according to the map (see file) there is 41 feet between the edge of the garage and the 
setback, which makes this a request for a 9 foot variance.  He noted it appears the 
property was set up for a driveway on the plans. 

 

Rich Riley commented that it was listed as a 6 foot variance in the hearing notice and it is 
in fact 9 feet.  He was unsure how long the 50 foot setback requirement has been in 
place. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Part 1 – Variance 

 
The Applicant, Chris Hand, read aloud the 5 criteria for granting a variance.  He read aloud his 
written explanations of why he believes each condition will be met.  He indicated the garage 
dimensions are 26 x 26 and the variance will not be contrary to the public interest.  The 
structure and resulting lot line will not alter the character of the neighborhood or the health, 
safety or general welfare of the public.  The spirit of the ordinance would be observed and 
would result in no change to the existing conditions on the grounds.  There is no increase in 
septic load and granting the variance will not be contrary to the spirit of the ordinance.  Chris 
Hand noted that the hardship is the property has two frontages, which are Nathan Road and 
Pinecrest Road. 
 
Rich Riley asked how long the applicants have owned the property.  Chris Hand indicated since 
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January 2016. 
 
Rich Riley asked when the home was built.  Chris Hand indicated it was built in 1978. 
 
John Regan asked if the property can be seen from Pinecrest Road.  Chris Hand indicated it 
cannot be seen well, but in winter it can be seen better. 
 
John Regan commented the home is fairly well set back. 

  
Rich Riley asked what is between the proposed garage and the property on Pinecrest Road.  
Chris Hand indicated there is vegetation and a shed, and that if they are allowed to build the 
garage then the shed will be removed. 
 
Rich Riley asked what the other structure is on the plans.  Chris Hand noted there is another 
shed there. 
 
Rich Riley commented that it appears there is a pool off the back side of the home.  He asked if 
there will be a breezeway.  Chris Hand mentioned there is a fence that will be removed. 
 
John Regan asked if the Building Department denied the application. 
Rich Riley indicated the applicants filed a permit and application, which was denied dated 
7/31/18 due to not meeting setback and zoning requirements. 
 
John Devereaux asked what the box is on the plans halfway down the driveway.  Chris Hand 
indicated it is another shed.  He explained there are three sheds and the one in the middle will 
be removed. 
 
John Devereaux asked why there is a 50 foot setback in Litchfield.  
Rich Riley commented controlling density is one aspect and safety is the other aspect. 
 
John Devereaux asked about the safety aspect. 
 
John Regan commented that he has heard of cases where people would propose putting a 
structure right up to the property line.  He indicated because this is a corner lot a fire engine 
may not be able to see what is coming around the corner and that is a safety issue.  He noted 
the question is will a 9 foot setback obstruct anything coming around the corner. 
 
John Regan asked about the footage between Nathan Drive and the front yard.  
 
John Devereaux indicated it is approximately 80 to 100 feet. 
 
John Regan commented that the proposed garage will not be sitting right on the corner as the 
home is already set back 80 to 100 feet. 
 
John Devereaux asked if there is enough room in the driveway for the garage.  Chris Hand 
indicated that there is enough room. 
 
Rich Riley read a letter from Daniel Desjardins (refer to file),who are abutters on Nathan Drive.  
He indicated they approved of the project and have signed the letter or approval.  He noted 
they were notified and submitted a letter of support. 



  
 Zoning Board Minutes 11/14/18 

 
Chris hand indicated he spoke with other abutters and they had no concerns. 
 
John Regan asked if this is the road that is near Litchfield Middle School.  Chris Hand indicated 
it is and it is across from Parker Circle. 
 
Rich Riley commented that included in the property folder is the original plan from 1978.  He 
mentioned he was curious if it included space on the plans for a garage.  He indicated when 
asking for a variance that is a matter of feet or inches you can find yourself in trouble. 
 
John Devereaux asked if anyone from Parker Circle is an abutter.  Chris Hand indicated that one 
is listed. 
 
John Regan asked if there are other homes with similar looking garages.  Chris Hand indicated 
there is one across from Nathan Drive on Parker Circle. 
 
Rich Riley asked the Board if they had any other questions. The Board had no 
more questions.  He opened it up to the public. 
 
There was no public present and Rich Riley asked for a motion to close public input.   
 
Tom Clooney made a motion to close public input.  Rich Riley seconded.  The motion 
passed 4-0-0. 
 
Rich Riley was concerned about the size of the garage.  John Regan commented that  
26x26 is average for two cars and that when both cars are in the garage there will still 
be a few feet on each side and another foot or two in the middle of the cars. 
 
Rich Riley asked for a motion to approve or deny the request for a variance. 
 
John Regan made a motion to grant the Applicant’s request for a variance of 9 feet from 
section 310 in order to build garage on side of house.  John Devereaux seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 4-0-0. 
 
Rich Riley indicated the motion to grant the variance is approved.  He informed the 
applicants that they are required to wait 30 days to start construction in the event 
anyone may want to appeal the decision.  He noted after that period the applicants can 
start working with the Building Department and meet any other requirements they may 
have.  He commented the applicants will receive a letter with the notice of the decision, 
a summary outlining the talking points of the hearing and stating the approval of the 
variance.  He noted the applicants will bring that to the Building Department and a copy 
will go in the file 
 

III. ADJOURNMENT 
John Devereaux made a motion to adjourn the meeting and John Regan seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 4-0-0. Meeting adjourned at 7:25pm. 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Michele E. Flynn 


